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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on 
seroneutics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
guard and others connected with aviation. 
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A LANDING REPLETE WITH THRILLS 
By Lieut. John F, McBlain 


A twinemotored Martin Bomber, piloted by Lieut, George W. Polk, Jr.,Air 
Corps, With Staff Set. Philip Monroy, Frivates Raymond L, Cyr and Harold L, 
Valentine as crew, crashed in the water of Pearl Harbor, southwast of Luke 
Field, Haweii, av 12:10 P.ii,, June 23rd, No one was injured, but the plane 
was a total loss, . + asinine . 

'" Thus may be sulmarized an incident at an Army flying field which was ag 
replete with thrills as the most blase could desire. At eight o'clock in the 
morning Lieut. Polk took off from Luke Field as a member of a five=ship formae 
tion to simulate bombing of objectives on the northern part of Oahu in connec= 
tion with Army maneuvers then going on, Immediately after taking the air the ~ 
pilot learned that his landing gear was damaged, Investigation showed that four 
bolts connecting one of the struts to a wheel had sheared off, 

Circling the field, Lieut, Polk dropped a message asking that four new 
bolts and some rope be sent up to him and then went on to participate in the 
scheduled mission. A DeH plane immediately took off, piloted by Lieut, J.D. 
Givens, with Lieut, Philip Schneeberger as observer, They picked up a formation 

f bombers and dropped the supplies on the end of a rope to one of the ships 
only to learn that it was the wrong ship, The rope was lowered and the package 
retrieved, The fastening broke under the strain, however, and the package was 
lost, 

Licut, Givens landed at Luke Field, secured more supplies, a more complete 
identification of the plane in trouble, and took off again. In the meantime 
Lieut, Polk had completed his tactical mission with the rest of his formation, 
Lieut, Givens located the disabled plane but was unable to pass the supplies 
‘to the men in either the forward or rear cockpit, cue to the fact that both 
men at each one of those stations were recruits taking first ride and were not 
familiar with air work, 

Realizing that the situation required energetic measures, Liecut,Schneeberger 
climbed out on one wing of the DeH with the supplies, His slippery-soled shoes 
added to the perils of a normelly very precarious footing, Sergeant Monroy, crew 
chief of the bomber, walked out 6n the adjacent wing of his ship and while the 
two pilots maneuvered the ships within arms length the supplies were transferred, 
Returning to his seat, Lieut. Schneeberger faced an additional peril when his 
parachute opened. He narrowly escaped being pulled off from the plane with the 
danger of the parachute fouling the tail surfaces. 

Then began the second chaptér of thrilis, With the ship flying at altitudes 
varying from 1,000 to 8,000 feet, Sergeant Monroy climbed down on the landing 
gear, and, in a position normally almost impossible to maintain without including. 
the additional handicaps of altitude and windstream of 90 miles per hour, ens 
deavored with the aid of Private Cyr on the wing to repair the damaged landing 
gear, The position they worked in prevented the use of the parachute, further 
adding to the hazard, 

Finally, at 12:00 o'clock, it became evident that the landing gear could 
hot be repaired, and Lieut, Polk decided to land in the water. While flying 
wer the field.to drop the parachutes and thus save them from being damaged by 
salt wator, one of the chutes caucht in the propeller of the left motor, causing 
it to cease functioning. This materially increased an already hazardous situation, 
flying down wind with 2 30-mile wind adding considerably to his ground speed and 
%ing altitude every second because of. the loss of one motor, Lieut, Polk was 
‘onfronted with the problem of putting down his ship in a narrow strip of water 
‘efore his speed carried him to a jutting ‘tree-covered peninsula where a land- 
eWoul d undoubtedly have proved fatal to the crew. 

The bomber hit the wator with terrific impact and turned completely over. 
Amy and Navy boats standing by in the vicinity, immediately took off for the 
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scene of the crash, and a rescue of the crew was eifected, Except for a brief 
ducking the airmaen were none the worse for their experience, 

This is the second plane Lieut. Folk has put in the woter at this identical 
spot, the other occasion being when one engine went dead too far eway to enable 
him to make a landing at the field. his only comment was that he now seemed 
fairly well qualified for submarine service. Sergeent Monroy was active on the 
job in the 23rd Squadron hangar the same afternoon and refused to consider that 
he hed done anything unusual. Ii is aaéfe to say that the two recruits, Privates 
Cyr end Valentine, consider their initiation into the air eipe quite adequate, 

90 far as is known, this is the first time actual use was made in tho 
Hawaiian Department of plans of the Air Corps matured sometime ago for the 
transfer of suppiies from one plane to another in the air, It will be recalled 
that this has teen carried so far as to include refueling of ships in the air, 
Captain Lowell H, Smith, now at Wheeler Field, piloted a DeH plane both in a 
duration and a long distance flight sometime prior to his flight around the world 
when he was stationed at Rockwell Field, the experiments of refueling his plane 
during flight proving eminenily successful, 

The incident related above demonstrated that while acrobatic and "stunt" 
flying is a necessary part of the regular routine of military flying, “wing © 
walking" and individual ecrobatics may also have useful application other than 
amusing a holiday crowd. 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECTS FOR THE U.S, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Two aerial survey detachments, each composed of a commissioned officer of 
the Air Corps who is en expert photographic pilot, snd an enlisted photographer, 
were recently authorized by the War Department for the purpose of assisting the 
U.S. Geological Survey in carrying out its extensive - program for the present 
calendar year in mepping ereas in various States throughout the country. One of 
these detachments will photogrerh areas in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
approximately 5,000 square miles. A great portion of these areas, particularly 
in Maine, have never before been cdequately mapped, and all existing maps are up 
to 50 years old and are auger obsolete, The other detachment will begin 
operations on a 4,000 Square I nile area in Fas. rt and later on will be called 
upon to photograph areas in Michigan and scons in, | . 

One detachment of this kind, organized d last year for.a like purpose, photo- 

raphed during a six months' period approximately 9,000 square miles of territory 
in the States of Michigan, Wisconsin :.and Illinois, Through the work of this 
Single detachment it is estimated that the saving to the government was close to 
9106,000, thus demonsirating the superiority of serial surveying over old ground 
survey methods not only on the score of economy but also in the great saving of 
time effected, 


The aerial survey detachments are equipped with the necessary tri-lens camer: 


and accessories and furnished with two special photographic , PPaROs, one of which 
is held in reserve, The functions of these detachments are to make aerial photo= 


sraphs of areas in various States which are used in the making of topographic map: 


of the Geological Survey, ‘The personnel of the detachments are relieved of all 
other military duties and assigned exclusively to aerial survey activities for a 
period of six months, They are placed under the direct control of the Chief of 
Air Corps who is authorized to issue the necessary orders for their movement and 
employment, according to the program submitted by the Geological Survey, 
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NEW LANDING FIELD AT WEST POINT, VA. 


Thompson Field, West Point, Va., was officially opened on July 4th, Lieuts, 
McKiernan, Stenseth and Tech. Set, Lee, representing Langley Field, Vie, being 
present. Several Marine Corps officers were also present. A buffet lunch was 
served in the open and everyone enjoyed the hospitality. 

On the same day an emergency landing ficld was officially opened at Camp 
Chesapeake, Gloucester, Va, Set. Aigel, from the Air Corps Tactical School, 
Langley Field, participated in this opening. 
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POPD FIELD STAGES AN AGRIAL EX: iLPBITION 


Popo Field, Fort Brags, N.%, was host to ten thousand visitors at an Air 
Corps Exhibit given o y lst. The exhibition was primarily staged for the 
C..1.C. at Fort Sragc, but attracted folks from every pert of North and South 
Carolina. : 

Langley Field greotly assisted in making the exhibit a complete success by 
sending two Curtiss Pursuit planes, two Martin Bombers, a Douglas Transport and 
the TC-5 airship to Pope Field for the show, The pres sence of this equipment, 
coupled with that of Pope Field, enabled the visitors to inspect practicelly 
every type of plane used by the Army Air Corps. 

The first svent was an aeriel gunnery exhibition, a DeH-4 being used with 
Lieut. Ward F, Robinson at the controls ond Lievt, Milton M. Murphy cwinging the 
flexible guns, The crowd wat thrilled at the beautiful maneuvering of the DeH, 

In the firet dive Lieuts. eevee and Murphy poured lead into the target, a pile 


ea 





6f old wings, quickly starting it efire, 
In the next event faelitian bombs were dropped from a DeH on a target which 
was in iuli view of the spestetors, At this time the TC-5 appeared on the horizon, 


arrant officer Lassiter, Captain Stone, tho pilot, made a graceful landing, 
and the gound crew perforned their work like veterans, The Blimp, however, did 
not stay on ie round long, for General A.J. Howley and his staff were soon 

avoard, and it took off for an aerial inspection of the Fort Bragg reservation, 

Mtention was now turned to a Martin Bomber approaching the field et on 
altitude of about 2,000 feet, Everyone watched it anxiously. Soon the try "there 
he goes" went up from the crowd. <A pnrrachute blossomed out end settled slowly to 
the ground, The first jumper was quickly followe’ bi three more, They all 
slipped their chutes in an attempt to hit the spot in the center of the flying 
field. Private brown, of Langley Field, landed 16 feet from the spot and was 
awarded the prize for the contest, 

Captain Hele and Lieut. Walker put on an interesting domonstration of high 
altitude wonbing. They used 10%-pound demolition bombs and quickly desiroyed 

heir tergets, 

The thrill of the afternoon came when Licut,. Stenseth and Capt. Candee took 
off in the Curtiss pursuit pienes, They looped, rolled, spun, dove their ships 
and executed meneuvers which everyone thought were ‘apossible. 

General Powlsy now climbed into the Douglas Transport, paLones. by Cadet 
Wheaton, in preparation for leading the formation flight which wis to be the 
final flying event of the day. Two bombers and two Pope Field's DeH's completed 
the impromptu formation. The flight circled the field several times and then 
broke up to lend, ‘This cor pleted the cerial events of the cay. The C.M.T.C. 
then put on a review which made the regulars sit up and take notice. 

Every event on the progrem was carricd out on scheduled time and the show 
Wes a sticcess in every respect, due to the offorts of Lieut, Robinson, Comuending 
Officer of Pope Field, who personally ai irected the program, and to 


t cre 
Lieut.-Col, eye me; T, Briggs, Field artille in command of the best 


A ground crew, consisting of C.M.7T.C, students, was organized under the direction 
i 
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trained and disciplined C.N.u.0. ever stat Bragg. 
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COMPLETION OF AEATAL PHOTOCRAPHIC PROJECTS IN NORTHWEST 


lor and Staff Set. Samuel T. Bush, of the 15th Photo 
Sedtion, Air Corps, returned to Crissy Field, Calif., recently from Seattie, 
Portla nd and vicinity, ii they were ongaged in aerial photographic operations 
since April 25th. Notwithstanding inclement weather encountered, they managed 

to cover considerable territ ory and accomplished various photographic missions. 
In connection with this trip they completed one hundred miles (square) of terri-~ 
tory in the vicinity of Yeldima Drcoapeemeren toting. for the Bureau of Reclamation. They 
also completed 600 wunre niles of survey at Lake Pend, Oreille, Idaho, where the 


Lieut, Willis Rh, zee 


r an 
d 
3 th 


Proposed $300, 000,000 Columbia Basin Irrigation Rewervetr is contemplated, and in 


Wiich project "the. States of Oregon, Washington and idaho will shafe the benefits 
to be derived. A mosaic covering 200 square miles in the vicinity of Camp Lewis, 
Washington, and another one of a camp site for the National Guard of Oregon, 
‘overing 75 square miles, were also completed, “ | 
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The Del2 engine, according to Lieut. Hugh C. Downey, News Letter Correse 
pondent from France Field, Penama, appears to be the most persistent running 
thing. Not long ago, Lieut. Downey says, Lieut, Pearcy took oif in a PW-9, 

Not noticing anything unusual, he flew around for a few mnutes, Shortly 
thereafter, however, he ovse erved that his temperature stood at over 90 degrees 
Still he was not perturbed especially, thet is not until he noticed that it 
failed to come down to normal, He therefore landed and taxied to the line, 
where it was Giscovered that there was not a drop of water in the cooling systen, 

A few days ago Licut,. Cumberpatch was leading a formation of PY- 9's in the 
vicinity of Porto Bello when a connecting rod let go, this being one of the 
early D-12 engines which now have a larger bolt holding the articulated rod, 

The oil pressure dropped to zero. Naturally, Lieut, Cumberpatch throttled his 
motor and began looking forward to &@ premature bath, for he was over the water 
with no landing field within miles, 

Observing, however, that the engine would still turn some 1800 RPM and that 
there was very little vibration, and thinking that he tad a chance to reach some 
emergency field or land on the beach somewhere, he climbed to 5,000 feet and 
headed for home. A little later another rod let go, The engine became quite 
rough but still turned over between 1200 and 1500 RFM. Imagine the pilot's sure 
prise, however to find that he could wake the home station despite the fact 
that a few more rods let go, with the engine smoking horribly, Upon landing 
it was found that in all five connecting rods had let go and that paris of pis. 
tons and bearings were sprinkled all over the engine compartment of the plane, 
All honor to an engine that will stay with a pilot like this one did} The 
engine had run nearly 15 minutes after the first rod let go, with no oil 
pressure whatever, | 
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SMOOTHING OVER THE ROUGH PLACES AT LUKE FIELD 


A great deal of progress has been made in overcoming the rough condition 
of the flying field at Luke Field, Hawaii. By the liberal use of water and 
commercial fertilizer, grass has been encovraged to the point where the take-off 
area is covered with a good turf, Holes formerly dug up by propeller blasts 
while warming: up were-filled up with loose dirt and the grass coaxed through 
‘until this part of the field is in commendable condition. The landing area is 
still in a condition roughly approximating a giant washboard, Hope is enter- 
tained that, with the procurement of funds to extend the present sub-irrigation 
system and the installation of additional "California boxes", thissarea will 
also respond to treatment, 
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LUKE FIELD ATRMEN DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN BOMBING 


An annual military event in Hawaii is the Ordnance test of bombs held in 
storage. Recently four lots of five bombs each were taken out and turned over 
to Air Corps personnel at Luke Field to enable them to indulge in some bombing 
practice, 

Lieut. W.C. Farnum made himself very unpopular with the remaining bombing 
teams by making a direct hit on the aiming point, his secont shot effectually 
covering the target and cutting the flag down. This left only. a bomb crater 
for the other bombers to aim at. By the time the last team arrived there was 
nothing but a shot-gun pattern to aim at. ‘Two direct hits were made on a 
thirty foot circle from an altitude of 5,000 fect, and the pattern of all the 
shots was remarkably zood, 

All the bombs Finétisiied except one where the safety wire pulled out of 
the bomb rack and was found torn off on top of the sound as the bomb scuttled 
for cover six feet under ground, 
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FLYING IN PANAMA 
By Lieut. H.C, Dowmey, Air Corps, 


Perchance you would like to make a flight with me through the Republic of 
Panama, Well, then, get your chute out and grab yourself a helmet and goggles 
= 232 V-5704, A.C. 
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and we'll worm up a DH. Yes, it will have to be a DH, 
stone age, aeroneutigelly speaking. Still, the ola DE 
you must adit, and it has houled us around quite a lot. — x 
5 We are off to explore a littlc-knowa land that is still populated in spovs 
by aboriginal Indians and in other places by other races not much ‘ore edvenced, 
put still a country of crect promise. Of course, we must cross the Cenal, for 
the vowors thet be.frewmm on short cutting across the jungle, ft is awfully tough 
walking, you know, if you happen to land in the jungle, The worst part of it is 
thet you may be crippled up so vou cen't walk at all, The perachute, you sey. 
Yes, but hang it all, there are trees in the jungle 20C feet high, anc. one is 
likely to hang himself upside dom et the crost of a tall lignum vitae, Not so 
good, you will admit,. ; 

So we jot across the Canal, taking a glance at the Gatun Locks and Spillway. 
We cross Gatun Lake with its curious drowmed forests and we soon reach Gold Hill 
aid old Culebra, where mother earth still slides now and then. _ 

It is bhe begining of the wet season and the sky is beautiful but some 
whet bumpy today. Wo heve a magnificient panorema. The sky is full of small 
cloud formations, Here and there toward the east, for we are traveling south= 
east, are enormous heaps of towering clouds, frowning black underneath, for there 
it is raining, and when it rains in Panema, well -- it rains, my dear, it. rains, 

But ahead of us the road locks fairly clear, To be sure we may have to 
seek a hole now and then through some’ cloud formation, but that is merely spor’. 
Did I hear a coarse laugh? Sonetimes, of course, one gets worried a bit, but 
one usually comes through all right, 

The old Liberty is well warmed up now and bites them off well, I% is not 
exactly a purr but it is a couwforting roar. Yes, it is even music to my ears, 
ears thot have,heard some motors cough, sputter end quit with a shrill scary 
shrick of the wires supplanting the former pleasing roar. 

Well, let's not think of forced landings, Down there is a British cruiser 
going through the cut on its way up to Nicaragua. A little further ghead is a 
Danish freighter bringing lumber from the west coast to eastern ports, fes, 
and there is a U,S Submarine going busily on its way to some mysterious 

estination, 

What the devil was that? Oh, just one of those violent bumps one gets 
occasionally here in Panama, especislly when one passes under a cloud and gets 
into o down draft of cool air. 

There you arc, there's Albrock Ficid and there is Balboa and Panama City. 
itself, hiding behind Quarry Heights, where the imposing Canal Administration 
holds forth. But old Panama, the scene of Morgan's plunderings, lies somewhbt 
further east. down the sweeping coast line. We will go down and take a peep at 


it, 


We glide ddovm a bit and pull up over the Union Club, being sure to miss 
the hill on the left, This Club, Panama City's leading onc, has a beautiful 
setting. It oxtends out over the water and has an open air dance pavillion. 
Here Panama's Don Juans, to say nothins of an occasional Army and Navy Officer, 
re wont to dance to the tune of La Cheporita with the senoritas, 

Down the coast a ways we go, and here in a secluded cove, with the Perlas 
Islands jutting up and out of the sea not far away, are the ruins of old Panama, 
From the air one cannot see everything, for the remains are overgrown with 
tropical vegetation, but by circling about down low one can easily see what is 
left of the old cathedral of San Jerome. There is the bell tower, now a ghastly 
sight with its old windows open to the sky. like the eye-sockets of a skeleton, 

But when one recalls that it is some four hundred years or more since the edi- 
fice was built and that Morgan sacked it a few times, it is remarkable that there 
is anything left, 

We will make our bows now and turn back, for we wish to reach David before 
Noon and it is now 9:30. We pull up, open up to 1500 R.P.M. and push off toward 
the west without further ado, leaving Panama City blinking in the bright sunlight. 

Next we unroll our map and consult the compass, The compnss course we must 


hold to make Rio Hato, our first point, we find to be°225 degrees. 


m1, 


fhe ship gallops along nicely and soon we espy the Chame' Peninsula, which 
stretches sowe five miles into the sea like a long finger. If we turn off to 
the northwest here, we will find about thirty miles inland a most remarkable 
Place, so for your benefit we decide to make the turn, Tho Cerro Grande moun- 
tains rise up before us menacingly. We find it unusually bumpy, It makes one 
Somewhat uneasy no matter how confident one may ordinarily be. 
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As we cross the brink of the ridge we find a savcereshaped valley ent varedy 
surrounded by mountains 2500 feet high. As we drop down lower, we see a few 
adobe huts. One wonders how people exist in such secluded places, for this place 
seems cut of touch with the rest of the world, Not au road, traii or stream ap- 
pears to lead out of the place, yet here we see cattle in pasture, so there must 
be some entrance, ; 


It is an impressive sisht but if we are to make David on this tank of gas 
we must be on our way. 


The hills have now risen to our level, and we are flying at 2000 feet. 
These are the foothills of the Continental Divide, which ere a continuation of 
the Rockies of the North. We are going through Chame Pass 

The sun blazes out of an azure sky and slready we feel its rays, for this 
tropical sun burns Senet ys 

We are still in the Province of Panama butisoon we cross the line into Cocle 
Province. Many smell rivers indent the coast line tut they are low for we are at 
the end of the dry season. A wide beach stretches out underneath us snd it would 
seem that one right Land on it in places where there are no rocks. New end then 
we see large salt beds. The natives Lay out pits in precise geometrical fashion 
so that the sea water will fill them at high tide, whereupon the tropical sun 
gets busy and beating dowm evaporates the water, leaving a deposit of salt. 

tight clever, what? : 

Up ahead here -is the little town of Rio Hato, named after the river , I 
presume, 

Here we bear off: +o the right some, and hit out for Aguadulce (Sweet Water), 
leaving the shore line behind us. Aguaduice is the headquarters of the Panaman- 
ian Highwey Depertment. It is very like other Panamanian towvms. A cluster of 
adobe houses with a clean little hotel run by one J.8.Rint, formerly an engineer 
of the “big ditch". 

The clouds ae: * fe) 
Cape Mala peninsula. Mal 
for the wind boils dom fe) 
and it boils and beats abou 
in its way. 

Through a hole in the clouds, we see the new highway running into Aguadulce, 

There it crosses the Rio Grande, and now we see Aguaduice on the Ric Dulee. How 
musical these names. The § left his imprint here, and who wili say that 
he did not do well. He at least wes pootic. 

Here we fir -d \broc a stretches of flat pasture land whore large herds of cattl: 
feed and where, incidentally, one can land omnert plane easily. 

The highway continues irom here on to La Pena, but we can see very little 
of it for now we must climb to over 6000 feet in order to clear these massive 
heaps of cloud, 

Down there over the Rio Santa Marien ib is raining as it can only in the 
tropics. The water comes down in a veritable deluge. It is impossible to fly 
through it, 

After leaving Santiago, which we 
fly over mountsinous country for some 
west to Las Palmas, where they have a 
ere nov in the Province of Veraugua. 

We have not seen the Pacific for over half an hour but now off to our left 
we get a glimpse of silvery sea. 

We will soon have crossed the cloud formation and now we dive down to a 
lower level and telow us we find the coast line indented as usual by many small 
rivers, such asthe Rio Santiago, the Rio Naranjo and the Rio Tiqui.s We find 
below us a stretch of coastal plain about ten miles or more wide, There are 

many places where one may land. Fifty miles more and we reach the Rio Chiriqui 
and up ahead in the Province of Chiriqui is David, while cut on our left stretches 
the magnificient Pacific dotted with islands. 

That large island we passed a while ago was Coiba Island, I+ has a forbide 
ding rugged appearance, and it is hore that the Republic of Panama: maintains a 

penitentiary for the very good reason that the only possible means of esca ape is 
by boat or by swimming,.and:the percentage is all against one by swiiacimg for the 
Sharks are large, plentiful and vorecious. 

AS we approzch David, we find that the coast curves out broedly to the south 
and ends in a poant called Burica Point. There is a mountain range up there 
which stretches right across ne: Isthmus forming a natural barrier between Pa 
ema and Costa Rica. Some of these mountains are quite high, notably Chiriqui 
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be gathering along here. Well they usually do over 
a, of course, means "bad" and weil is this cape named, 
fi ae rising 6000 feet: shee os out of the Pacific Ocea, 
ou 


With awful force. But today we wontt get out there 
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an see through a hole in the clouds, we 
ifty miles, the course being nearly due 
j field high up on a plateau, We 
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volcan, which reaches an altitude of some 12,000 feet 
r 


Vv 
A remarkable feature of the iendscape we a 

st is cver 20060 fect high end very flat. 1% prob 
circum erence and is nearly circular in plan, At 
over its edge to fall in a beautiful wisp of mist 
Agair. we see broed stretches of pasture land and 
near David that we fimelly land. 


e 
passing is a mesa or platesu, 


ably measures thirty miles in 


one point, a waterfall tumbles 
for seversl hundred feet, 
it is in one of these pastures 


Gn our right is a large hill surmounted by a 


shrine testifying to the piety of the inhabitants of Chiriqui, 
We are now in one of the least known but prettiest spots in Centrel sAmerica,-= 


% 


David, where the sunsets are glorious but fleeting, where a 


little of the charm 


of old Spain still persists, where life moves along easily but whose isolation 


is rapidly disappearing, thenks to the eirplane and other 


ANCE « 


David is located about two hundred miles from Panama 
In fact, it is almost on 


up the coast toward Costa Rice. 
It is rather difficult to reach by boat, for the 
on account of the distance and the rough water. 

to live up to its reputation in this part of the 
itself pretty well in the dry season, 
hichway. However, 
through the jungle 
though, before this is completed, 


forms of modern convey= 


City, in a streight line 
the Costa Rican border, 
trip up the Pacific is tedious 
The Pacific Ocean does not appear 
world, although it does behave 


There is neither connecting railroad nor 
the Pansiianian Government is slovly pushing a good highwey 
and over mountain and rivor toward David, 


It will be years, 


As can be seen from the map, David (pronounced Daheveed) is located somewhat 


inlend but with several large estuaries emptying 


little place with hunéereds of pretty little adobe houses, 


very much in evidence although the tiled roof i 
habitants, 
There is a surprising number of modern cars 


isolation, More than likely one will be greeted 


into the bay, It is a quaint 
The thached roof is 


is used by the more affluent in- 


there, notwithstanding its 
upon landing by Dr. Arias, the 


local dentist, in his little Peugeot automobile or perchance by the hospitable 


Senor Jurado, 
to the U.S. Governnent for that purpose, 


amanian Government and the U.S. Government which 
the Republic of Panama, 


It is he who owns the landing field which he very kindly lends 
There is an agreement between the Pan= 


allows flights to be made over 


In David one is not bothered so much by insect pests as one is in Colon and 


other places, The climate is delightful, 
clu! pts ee : tail whil 
Club and sip a Bacardi rum cocktail while 


hind the far horizon, 
In the public squere, demure senoritas tri 
t +] 


One can sit on the porch of the David 
the sun sinks in 1 riot of color be- 


along to the music of the band. 


A little later on, after cusk, the local pacre opens up the old church doors 


and peons file in to murmur their prayers, 
in old Spain, 

Off to the north is Bouquete at the base of 
name indicates, this was formerly tho seat 
it has been extinct for 8,000 years . 


by the Government connects with Bouquete, It is 


of a volcano, 
A little nerrow gaure railroad operated 


Here, one can easily imagine himself 


the Volcan mountains. As the 
It is estimated that 


a rare treat to be able to trave 


el on this road and put up at Joe Wright's hostelry, 4,000 feet abave sea level, 


Many aviators have flown up there and found 
The air is bracing and one feels in fine fettle, 
wild pigeons. 


hirs. Wright's cooking delectable, 
Game is plentiful, espeeially 


Bouquete is the center of the coffee industry in this part of the world, 


One of the best grades 
mangoes and guavas are found, 


one of the garden spots of Panama, 


After a sojourn of a couple of days, it is + 


of coffce in the world is raised here. 
In fact, almost anything will grow here, 


Oranges, bananas, 
It’ is 


vith great regret that one re= 


turns to the landing field and winds up one's ship for the return trip, 
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A NEW PRIMARY TRAINING AIRPLANE 


‘Mejor RH. Fleet, of the Consolidated Aircraft Corporation, Buffalo, N.Y., 
recently arrived at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, with the new experimental 


training plane, XPT-3. This new plane, which is 


equipped with a Wright “Whirlwine” 
ficers consisting of Lieuts, C.E, 
All pilots 


engine, is now undercoing tests by a board of of 

apitchew, W.H, Brookley, C.F.Ghennault, F.C, Nelson and W.R. Carter. 

%& Brooks Field will fly this ship and submit to the Board their recommendations 
a to its worth as a training plane end whether 


type, the PT, 
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PULLIC'S INTEREST IN AVIATION PERKING UP 


“Ever since Lindy crossed the pond", writcs the News Letter ‘Correspondent 
from Norton Field, Columbus, Ohio, "we have been busy answering questions and 
explaining that everybody can't possibly fly, as we also need mechanics and 
there are plenty of boys willing to do anything around the field in order to be 
affiliated with the same game as Lindy", He then goes on to say that commercial 
aviation haspicked up wonderfully and that Mr. Davis, who replaced Captain Mulzer 
when the latter went on active duty, complains because his "Waco 10" will not 
accommodate six passengers instead of two. The E.R. Express from Cincinneti 
stops at Norton Field regularly twice a day on its way to and from Cleveland, 

Happening to be in Columbus one day when the Commanding Officer of Norton 
Field was giving the PW-8 a little workout, the News Letter Correspondent stater 
that he noticed all the people were stretching their necks to see what was going 
on overhead, that even people riding in automobiles and street cars were doing 
their best to look out of the windows and see what was happening up in the other. 
wise peaceful other, 
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FRANCE FIELD AS AN UNOFFICIAL AMBASSADOR 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, claims it should be classed with Colonel 
Lindbergh as one of the important unofficial ambassadors, according to the News 
Letter Correspondent. Recently the Field had occasion to furnish an escort for 
the body of a dead official of the Costa Rican Government being sent through the 
Ganal Zone from the United States to Costa Rica. Photographs were taken at that 
time and copies forwarded. to the American Minister to be given to the widow, 
Recently a letter was received from Mr, Davis, the American Minister, thanking 
France Field for the thoughtful courtesy, and winding up as follows: 

"Please permit me to express my personal end official appreciation 
for the splendid manner in which France Field cooperates in helping develop 
friendly relations with the Latin American Governments and peoples," 
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CHIEF OF AIR CORPS INSPECTS SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ACTIVITIES 


Master Sergeant Thomas J, Fowler, pilot, with Major-General Mason M, Patrict 
aS passenger, landed July 8th at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
from an inspection tour of Southern California aviation activities. The itin- 
erary included March Field, Clover Field, Rockwell Field and Griffith Park. On 
the return trip they landed at Visalia, Calif., to inspect a new landing field 
and were greeted by the Chamber of Commerce, who conducted them on a trip to 
Sequoia National Park, where the General was entertained by Colonel White, the 
Superintendent, 
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RESERVE OFFICERS PLACED ON ACTIVE DUTY WITH 91ST SQUADRON 


Right Reserve officers of the Air Corps were recently placed on active 
duty with the 9st Observetion Squadron stationed at Crissy Field, Presidio of 
Sen Francisco, Cclif., one of them, lst Lieut. D.C. Warren, for a period of 15 
days, and the remaining seven for a period of one year, viz: lst Lieuts, Charles 
G, Ellicott, Dean Ferran, 2nd Lieuts, Leo ©, Allen, Wentworth Goss, Bernard As 
Grant, George A, Jones, Jr., and Archie R, Loomis, 
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ATR CORPS FIELD OFFICERS FLY ACROSS AMERICAN CONTINENT. 


Major Carl Spatz, Air Corps, writes from Rockwell Field, Coronado,Calif., 
under date of July 9th, that the three 1914 Majors landed their transports at 
Rockwell Field at 12:15 P.M.,July 8th. The two other 1914 Majors were Ralph 
Royce and John H, Jouett. Major Spatz goes on to say -« 

"Commencing on the fifth of July at Bolling Field we maintained the follow 
ing schedule: Scott Field, lst day; Fort Sill the second day; Lordsburg, New 
Mexico, the third day and Rockwell Field on the fourth day. Our route was direct 
from Scott Field to Fort Sill to Lordsburg, ‘which by the way is by far a much 
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better air route than by way of San Antonio, inasmuch as extremely rough country 
as that between Sen Antonio and Sanderson does not exist. We started our daily 
schedule with breakfast at 3:30 A.M, and then took off at daylight. The total 
flying time was approximately 35 hours, necessitating from eight to nine hours 
flying a day. It is believed that this amount of flying time is about all that 
can be expected of pilots on a trip of this kind, However, we do think that 

the transier of airplanes from one coast to another should be accomplished in 
not much over this time unless weather conditions intervene, We ran our motors 
very Slowly, approximately at 1400 R.P.M., and all motors worked perfeetly until 
the trip was completed, Royce had a little ignition trouble at Tuscon, Arizona, 
which by the way was fixed in a very expert manner by the private of the Air 
Corps on duty there, He immediately found the trouble and cured the fault in 
very short order, 

Between Fort Sill and Lordsburg we stopped at Midlands, which was a very 
interesting experience inasmuch as the landing field had been made into a golf 
course, However, we had to land some place and used the golf course, This is 
a strategic point in the Fort Sill-San Diego route, and inasmuch as the level 
ranch land extends for many miles in every direction it should be very easy to 
provide a landing field at practically nm expense, Our worst leg was from Scott 
Field to Muskogee, It took us four hours to cover the 200 miles between Scott 
Field and Springfield, Mo, We must have been bucking a thirty or forty-mile wend, 

I believe Langley Field is to be congratulated on the three motors turned 
out in these planes, They ran as smooth as Del2's, I could not understand how 
they could run with so little vibration, 
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LONG DISTANCE RADIO COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AIRPLANES 


It is well within the realm of possibility for one airplane flying in one 
section of the country to carry on a conversation with another airplane flying 
in another section of the country through the employment of two ground telephone 
transmitters, This possibility was demonstrated during the recent military 
tournament held at Soldier's Field in the Grant Park Stadium at Chicago, Ill., 
when a two-way conversation between Army airplanes and Radio Station WLS, lo- 
cated at Crete, Ill., was re-broadcasted by another radio station farther west, 

Three airplanes of the Youglas 028C type were dispatched from Chanute Field, 
‘Rantoul, Ill,, to Chicago a dey prior to the opening of the military tournament 
upon the request of the chairman thereof, These planes were equipped with radio 
apparatus and flight-tested at the Communications Department of the Air Corps 
Technical School, Chanute Field, prior to their departure, 

Through arrangements made with the Sears Roebuck Broadcasting Station,WLS, 
the conversation between the airplane and officials at the Stadium was rebroad- 
casted to the radio audience at large. By means of a public address sygptem the 
‘airplane and ground conversation was conveyed through loud speakers to the specs» 
tators at the same time it was being rebroadcasted through the WLS station. All 
the commands given at the sround also went out through the loud speakers to the 
spectators as well as to the airplanes in flight over and near the stadium, 

The airpbanes were ordered to fly in various formations, certain directions, to 
ascend or descend, All of these commands were acknowledged and put into execus 
tion, It proved a wonderful demonstration and signified further possibilities, 

The applause of the people in the Stadium was evidence of their appreciation, 
as were also the letters and telegrams received from people who listened in on 
the re-broadcast of Station WLS, The greater part of the affair was carried out 
by student officers of the Air Corps Communications School, evidencing that they 
are prepared to undertake aeronautical radio missions under their supervision 
and produce satisfactory results. 3 bie 

Previous to the actual performance of the military show, one airplane, equip» 
ped with radio for two-way telephone communication, left Chanute Field daily for 
approximately a week and proceeded to Chicago and back again to Chanute Field 
without making a landing, Durimg these flights a continuous two-way conversation 
Was carried on between the airplane and the WLS broadcasting station, The purpose 
of these daily flights was to further pulicity for the war shows, They were 
Particularly successful along this line, as tremendous interest was’ aroused which, 
No doubt, was largely responsible for the large audience which attended the per-= 


‘formancessof the Military Tournament, 


On one of these preliminary flights, in the interest of publicity, a tele= 
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phone call was put in by the observer in the plane for a party who was a guest at 
one of Chicago's leading holtels, On another occasion the radio truck, which 
had a portable transmitter sbocrd, was celled os it was proceeding elong the 
boulevard between the flying field and the dowm-town district of Chicago, Both 
of these attempts to establish communication between the airplane and ground were 
successful and served to show the possibilitics of tying in radio telephone cone. 
inunication from airplanes with the land wire telephone systems, 
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AN AIRPORT FOR HOUSTON, TEXAS 


After three years of unremitting effort, Houston, Texas, is at last assured 
of a municipal airport, which the Texas National Guard Air Service will occupy 
and regulate, The Houston airport is a twenty-minute ride from the post office 
and embraces four hundréd acres , being a little over one-half a mile wide by a 
mile and two-fifths long, The terrain is level, but notwithstanding this it has 
been plowed, leveled and rolied as smooth as a floor. It 1s what is known as a 
zero hazzard field, not a building, tree or wire line within a quarter of a mile 
of the field proper, It is completely surrounded by open prairie, which makes 
it ideal for emergency ficlds, 

, The City of Houston and the donor of the field, Mr, W.T, Carter, Jr., plan 
a triple A Class airport, completely equipped for both day and night flying, 
The field will be surrounded by a 4 x 4 cedar post fence, the posts set eight 
feet apart and wired to keep live stock off the field. The boundary lights will 
be set on the fence posts , and in addition hangar flood lishts and field flood 
lights, with illuminated wind cone, semaphcre and fits sy foot steel beacon tower 
will be installed, A three-inch water main is already on the field, supplied by 
a 175,000 gallon water tenk, which insures ample pressure for modern fire fight. 
ing apparatus, 

The City of Houston will at once build a wooden hengar, 60 x 100 feet, for 
the accommodation of: civilian and air mail planes, A rest room and comfort Stas 
tion and the other necessary buildings for servicing visiting planes will be 
erected at mce, The Texas National Guerd Air Service will erect two fabricated 
steel hangars and the necessary warehouses, offices for operations and adminise 
tration, barracks, mess hall and permanent living quarters, Alreacy a gasoline 
filling staticn, combined with a restaurant, soft drink fountain. and grocery 
store were erected adjacent to the field, 

There is a telephone line close to the field and a high tension power line 
is Within half o mile ?rom the field, An hourly bus line furnishes transporta- 
tion to and from the field, 

_ The close location of the field to the city will afford opportunities for 
personnel of the National Guard Squadron to go out late afternoons end fly daily- 
a@ great improvement over old conditions when flying was indulged in only on the 


weekly drill period because of the field being located some 25 miles from the cii, 


Cnly Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Guard and commercial 
concerns whose planes have successfully passed I Federal inspection will be per- 
mitted the use of the field, 

The 36th Division Air Service celebrated the announcement of the airport 
by a stag banquet in the Brazos Hotel Taproom, The banquet broke up at a late 
hour and a good time was had by all, 
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. HAWAIIAN FLIEKS CORDIALLY WELCOMED ON THEIR RETURN 


Early Tuesday morning, July 12th, a flight of five service type airplanes, 
commanded by Captain Aubrey I, Eag tle, " Air Corps, took off from Crissy Field, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif, to be among the first to greet Lieuts Maitland 
and Hegenberger on their return to the- mainland, A fli; ght of five t eeeee ships 
piloted by Air Corps Reserve officers and comaanded by “Captain R ReP, McDonald, alse 
flew out to sea to escort the victorious airmen into the harbor, The cities of 
Oakland and San Francisco strove to outdo each other in elaborate preparations 
for the reception which proved to be a mighty affair in the Bay District, 

En route eastward for the official welcome in Washington, the two fliers 
stopped at Milwaukee, Wis,, Lieut, Maitland's home town. According to press re= 


ports never in the hwbor of that city was there such a“tremendous demonstration - 
y 


‘aS that accorded the two Army airmen,” Ten thous and parece jammed their way to 
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the. ropes around HYemilton Airport when the tri-motored Fokker, a sister ship to 
the one flovm to Haw2ii, appeared on the horizon bringing back the man who left 
es a boy of 18, As soon as a lene covld be ovened through the thousands greeting 


them at the field, the fliers were tcken to the city's new airport on the lake 
front where, after addresses by Governor Fred Zimuerwan, Mayor Hoan, Oscar 


stotzer and MajoreGeneral Lassiter of the Sixth Corps Area, the field was offie 
cially designated as "Maitland Field", A reception at the Milwaukee Press Club 
followec. 

A four-mile parade in the afternoon of July 19th, with Lieuts, Maitland and 
Hegenberger, flanked by State dignitaries, was watched by a mass of humanity 
which overflowed onto levms, into street intersections and brought thousends to . 
the windows of office buildings, from which paper confetti flowed into the streets. 
A banquet was held in the evening, Lieut. Maitland was made a Coloncol in the 
Wisconsin National Guard, 

Thousands of Daytonians packed McCook Field on the afternoon of July 20th 
to welcome the two fliers. After landing they were escorted through two lines 
of Army eirplanes to the operations office, where their formal welcome to the 
city was held, From the roof of the building syeeches were made end each of the 
Lieutenants was presented with a chest of silver =- Dayton's gift of appreciation. 

Congressman Roy G, Fitzcerald, Mayor Allen McDonald and Brig.-Gen, Wm.E. 
Gillmore, Chief of the Materiel Division, Air Corps, all made welcoming speeches, 
The aviators replied briefly, Next a reception was held for them at the National 
Militery Home, where several thousand veterans of American wars reside. In the 
evening Lieuts, Meitland and Hegenberger were joined by their wives, who came 
from Milwaukee by trein, and were guests of Gen. Gillmore at dinner, Later of~ 
ficers of Wright Field conducted a military ball in their honor. 

Late in the afternoon of the following day, July 21st, residents of Washing= 
ton had the opportunity of seeing the sraceful monoplane as it circled over the 
city. It was accompanied by two pursuit planes from Selfridge Fieid, Mich, After 
making a complete circle of Bolling Field, Lieut, Maitland glided the ship into a 
perfect three-point landing, Generals Patrick and Fechet were waiting on the 
"line" when the plane taxied up, Doffing their helmets, goggles and jumpers and 
"dressed up" for the waiting reception, the two Lieutenants, escopted by the two 


F 


dD 


Davison end General Summerall, who had been waiting midway between the line and 
the reception stand, These three officials accorded the airmen a hearty personal 
as well as official greeting, for Secretary Kellogg was welcoming them home on 
behalf of the Nation. 

Secretary Davison then read the citations for distinguished flying crosses, 
first to Lieut. Maitland and then for Lieut, llegenberger, as follows: 

"Lester J, Maitland, First Lieutenant, Air Corps, United States Army, For 
extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial flight. As pilot of 
an United Siates Army airpiane, vy his masterly skill, courage, endurance and 
weenacity of purpose, with his navigator he successfully piloted his airplane on 
June 28-29 from San Francisco, Calif., to Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, over the 
greatest expanse of open sea yet crossed in a non-stop flight. 

"Lieut, Maitland with full knowledge of the dangers and difficulties tra- 
versed over 2,400 miles of the Pacific Ocean with marvelous accuracy of direction 
and thereby demonstrated conculsively the practicability of accurate aerial 
Navigation, His masterful expboit is worthy of the greatest praise and has 
bestowed much credit on the United States Army." 

The citation for Lieut, Hegenberger was in the same language except that he 
was described es assistant pilot and navigator of the plane. 

General Summefall presented the certificates, tied with blue and gold ribbon, 
and then the airmen were introduced to the Socrotary of the Navy, Mr, Wilbur; Gen- 
eral John J. Pershing; Edward P, Warner, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Aero- 
meutics; Rear Admiral William A, Moffett, Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics; 
Anthony H.G, Fokker, designer of their plane, and Charles L. Lawrence, President 
of the Wright Aeronautical Corporation, builders of the engines they used on the 
flight. The official reception ended here and the airmen were swamped with oute 
Stretched hands from personal friends until they literally tore themselves awa 
and boarded automobiles for the Mayflower Hotel, 

Several hours later they were honored guests at a testimonial dinner given 
by the citizens of Washington under the auspices of the National Acronautic Ase 
Societion. District Commissioner Proctor L, Dougherty formally welcomed the 
fliers on behalf of the citizens of Washington and extended their cohgratulations 


g 


to them for their remarkable accomplishment, 
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Other speakers on tne program were Secretary of the Navy Wilbur, General 
Pershing, Admiral Moffo oy Acsistant Secretary of War Davison, Assistant Secres 
tary of the Navy Werner, Assistant Secretary of Comnaerce for Aeronauticsy 

Wm, P, MacCracken,Jr,, General Petrick, Charles L, Lawrence, General Charles 
P, Sumaerall acted as the toastimester, 

Secretary Wilbur declared that Americans can feel justly proud of the flight 
because it was an American accomplishment from beginning to end, The airmen 
were trained in Americen schools; they are in the service of their country end 
the Nation contributed to their personality, character, courage and skill. Dead 
hands, he said, held them up on the flight. Rodgers and his flight contributed 
by the experience which the Army airmen gained from that attempt to reach the 
islands, while the entire Nation, by a feeling of sympathy and cooperation, 
spurred them on, "Their presence here tonight is a miracle of science", he cons 
cluded, “and an encouragement to future operations of the Army and Navy". ; 

General Pershing expressed the opinion that the Maitland-Hegenberger flight, 
together with the Atlantic air journeys of the past few months, "go farther to 
forward aviation in America than anything being accomplished in an equal length 
of time," 

"Naval aviation, by its experience in attempting the Hawaiian flight, knows 
what an achievement. it is,“Admiral Moffett said, "Seamen end navigators appreciate 
it more than others, In extending the congratulations of Naval aviation to the 
airmen, Admiral Moffett said:"If John Rodgers were here he would offer them as 
sincerely and heartily as I offer them myself." 

secretary Davison declared that the two pilots were selected to make the 
flight because the War Department believed they were capable of the task, The 


flight was not made possible overnight, but it took “literally years of studying’, 


Without the cooperation of-the aircraft industry the flight would not have been 
possible, 

' Secretary Warner emphasized the value of the flight from the standpoint that 
the fliers shrunk the distance between the mainland and the islands, while Secre- 
tary MacCracken explained that the flight has placed a deep responsibility on 
commercial aviation, adding thet "we want them to feel that they can count on 
commercial aviation to back them up, now that they have blazed the trial," 

Paying a tribute to General Patrick's service as Chief of Air Corps, .General 
Summerall said"General Patrick took the helm of the Air Corps when the going was 
bad, and - steered it through storm and strife, His vision has been the compass 
by which the Air Corps has been steered, The dearest wish of his heart was to 
have been a passenger, or navigator, or pilot on the Hawaiian flight, for he is 
a pilot having qualified under the highest requirements of the Air Corps. Never= 
theless, he was at the controls every inch of the way, It was his ambition that 
the Air Corps should spun this gap, and it is his realization pi the dream that 
comes almost on the eve of the end of his distinguished carcer. 

"The flights of the past heve pleced Paris end Honolulu within three and onc- 
half days of airplane travel" General Patrick daid. "Determination, preparation 
and navigation accounted for the success of the undertaking, Six years ago Mait- 
land came to me and urged it, He repeated his request in 1924, Hegenberger, in 
Hawaii, bored me to death with letters asking that I let him fly to the mainland, 
But I knew the time was not ripe, When it did come, these two men were chosen, 
They know what I think of them without my saying so." 

Mr, Lawrence gave a brief history of the development of the air-cooled engine 
‘The original someepr see of the principle was his, he said, “but credit for the 
development must go to the Army and Navy and the engineers who worked on it, The 
engine is not mine, but instead it belongs to the engineers of the American people 
and the two Air Services." 

Mr, Fokker was introduced to the assemblage, and then Mr. Porter. Adems, Prese 
ident of the National Aeronautic Association, announced esa creation of two gold 
medal& by the orgenization for award to the highes st and most distinguished service 
in flying. Lieuts, Maitland and Hegenberger, he declared, qoutes be the first 
recipients of this token, 

Lieut, Maitland, in a brief address, declared he is grateful for the privi- 
lege accorded him to. make the flight. “There ere a great many pilots-in the Air” 
Corps who could have made the flight successfully,"he declared,"but if it had | 
not been for the men who prepared the planes the flipht would not have succepg ded." 

Lieut, Hegenberger, the last speaker, said the navigation problem befor fe him. 
on the flight was a case of shooting at a target with permissible error of flésé 
than four degrees on either side, "But, bethe so well equipped with instruments — 
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which heve beén undergoing development over a long period of years, we could not 
help being sucéessful." 

The flight is only the first step for a journey to the Philippine Islands, 
and he thought that it would go fer toward stimulating commercial flying among 
the Hawaiian Islands, 

Despite a heavy downpour, thousands gathered on the Eoston Common to freet 
seven of America’s airmen of the hour, who met together for the first time on 
Saturday, July 23rd. When Commander Byrd stepped out the crowd yelled its greet- 
ing. Mayor Nichols steppea out, too, and presented to the flier a silver bowl, 

a replica of the one made by Paul Revere, In rapid succession came other pre- 
sentations, A silver plate and a pitcher were given to Chamberlin and to Lieuts, 
Hegenbercer and Maitland, Acosta, Lieut, Noville end Brent Balchen were pree 
sented with smaller howls, Flowers were presented to the wives of the three 
airmen.e Each flier oxpressed his thanks for the tribute paid to them, 

On the following day Lieuts, Maitland and Hegenberger were welcomed by 
South Boston at exercises in Marine Park, emong the events on the program being 
bestowal upon them of honorary meriberships in Michael J. Perkins Post, American 
Legion. 
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PUTTING ONS OVER ON TEE INSTRUCTOR 


Here. is a story ty Shannon which appeared in the last issue of the Rantoul 
Press and Chanute Field News. Whether the incident related actually happened 
or whesher it is purely fiction we have no means of knowing, but it is a good 
story -- so here goes. 

Biil, who was rated among the best flying instructors on the field, was 
having trouble, Cadet Janes Whalen, one of the suertest rupils in his class 
in the study roam or while high in the air, simply could sot be mede to land a 
plane. The instructor had tried everything up to nutilation and murcer, with 
no success, He was about to give up in despair, ; 

He was positive that Jim could land right side up and everything, if he 
could just be made to try one time. Lut how? There was that law against 
mayhem, etc, It would never do to bounce a Pyrene can off his crock. Ought to 
do it anyway, thought Bill. It might wake the chump up. Something had to be 
done. Too bad to wesh the boy out. He'd meke a baneup pilot if he could just 
be meade to land once, 

Bill labored his brains, after much painful thought. Just as he was about 
to give up, an idea hit him all of a sudden like a bolt from the blue, Holy 
Yoses! What a pip! Whet e jolt he would hand that young jeckass tomorrows 
Wouldn't land == well -= he would see cbout that, A good one to tell the boys, 
t00, Probably moke him famous and all that sort of thing. What a laugh -= and 
Bill went smiling off to well-enrned sleep. If he had only known. 

and instructed the mechanic 
to loosen all the screws inolding the stick in ’ front cockpit of the plane 
they were to use that day. He was ctill so rleosed about it all, that he let 
several. other pilots in on the joke. This vas a mistake, for someone told Jin, 
who said nothing but went quietly and securec. for himself a nice control stick 
the exact duplicate of the one in the rear cockpit of the plane which Bill had 
already fixed up for his benefit, This he hid in his jumpor until they were 
aboard, 

Bill smiled, Jim smiled back, The engine roared. They taxied out and took 
off nicely, Jim handling the controls, After cruising around for a while, the 
instructor signaled Jim to make a landing, As usuel Jimmy held up both hands 
and hollered "Not" in no uncertain tone. In answer to this, Bill pulled the 
already loose control stick clear out of its socket, and waved it above his head 
for a izinute to be sure that his pupil saw, ond then consigned it to the air, 
Can y6u imegine his surprise, rage and despair when Jim calmly pulled’ his own 
stick clear out of the cockpit and also threw it away. Plank? Blank$ Was the 
mut crazy == did he want to kill them both? Bill's neir stood straight up. His 
fars lay back like those of a wild horse. He brayod like a jackass, He cursed 
like an old soldier. He pulled end pushed everything within reach all to no 
Purpose, For by this time the plane wes ecting like it had its throat cutt. 

,,, it had gone clean crazy, and was doing loops, dives, wing-overs, and every- 
vhing, Bill was plenty scared - he loosened his aefety belt, stood up, and sig- 
ndlled Jim to jump. It did seem the only thing léft to do. Jim made as if to 

et up for a Pirsig Bill did jump, ther Jim sat down again, a little white around 
og gills maybe, but as calm as a day in June. He was quite proud of himself, 

- dbet that bird wouldn't pull any more funny ones like that one, not fora 
“Ong while anyway. 
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_.. All at once the plane began to act like a little lady. Bill landed in a 
nice wet, muddy corn field via the silk parachute rowte. The only thing that cone 
soled him on the wey down was that now he could be a member of the Caterpillar 
Club, I tould be arrested for telline whet he said when he noted the fine three. 
point ianding made by his pupil. vou must admit that the joke was a good one 
only it worked out wrong, I+ back-fired! ' 
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R.C.T.C,. UNIT FINISHES SIX WEEKS" TERM AT CHANUTE FIELD 


Thirty members of the ROTC, who finished their six-week camp period at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., left for their homes July e7th, after receiving 
their cormissions and an appropriate send-off, 

Lieut, Cherles Backes, director of the Departuent of Photography at Chanute 





Field. wes camanjer 4° +3 es ys : ees: 
#1€+C, Wes commander of the camp, which opened on June l6th. Practical instruc. 
ticn im nircrait summery, parachutes, aericl photography, pistol-shooting, i ying, 
Gweraviods IA Yacle missions, buzzer preevice and trap shooting with shotguns was 


Given Guraag che ofrina, 

The es51¢ commaiud et Chanute Field peradad in the afternoon at 4:00 o*clock, 
and were reviewed by Major W.C, McChord, the departing members of the ROTC unit, 
end other officers stationed at the field. In the evening the college men were 
guests at a dance at the Officers' Club. Six educational institutions were rep- 
resented et the camp,= University of Michigan, University of Cincinnati, Georgia 
School of Technolory, Northwestern University, Culver Military Academy and the 
University of illinois. 

---00O=-= 


SUCCESSFUL R.O.T.C. CAMP AT LANGLEY FIELD 


A summer training camp, beginning June 17th and ending July 23th, was con- 
ducted at Langley Field, Va., with very satisfactory results. This camp consiste 
ec of 34 RCTC students, 27 of whom were from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, 7 from the University of New York, The students performed redio missions 
from the air to the ground and vice versa, also artillery adjustment from the air 
by radio, All of them qualified on the pistol range, one student as expert, 
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FORT MONROE C.M.7.C. STUDENTS VISIT LANGLEY FIELD 


About 500 C.li.T.C. students from Fort Monroe, Va., visited the lighter-than 
air activities at Langley Field, Va., on July 19th. In the airship hanger the 
visitors were net by Lieut. B.T. Starkey, Operations Officer of the 19th Airship 
company, who gave a talk on the flying of airships, etc. Most of the party had 
never visited the airship hanger before, and they were very interested in iieut. 
Starkey's talk and in looking over the big airships and hangar equipment. 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Chenges of Station: Major Gerald C. Brant, from Office Assistant Secretary 

of War, to Crissy Field, Presidio of Sen Frencisco, Calif., Nov, l. : 
st-Licut. isa i. Btheridge to ocelfridge Field, Mich,., upon completion of 

tour of cuty in.Haweiian Depertment. ; . 

Major Clinton W. Howard and lst Lieut. Edwin M, Powers, upon completion of 
duty in Philippines, to Materiel Division, Dayton, Ohio, s Se 5 

Captain John G. Colgan from Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for duty as Commanding Officer, Lunken Airport. A ’ ; 

Major Albert L, Sneed from Kelly Field, Texas, to Crissy Field, Calif., for 
temporary duty for about three months, then to Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot. 

lst Lieut. Harold L, Clark from Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot to Advance: 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. A 

ist Lieut, Theodore J. Koenig from Sand Point Airdrome, Seattle, Wash., to 
Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. f ee 

lst Lieut. Edmund C, Lynch from Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to 
Brooks Field, Texas. ; 

_ ist Lieut. Wm.V. Andrews from duty as Instructor, Tennessee National Guard 
Air Corps, Nashville, to Langley Field, Ve. : ' i di 
Relieved from Air Corps: ist Lieut. David A, Morris to 8th Engineers, Fort Blis, 
Texas. ‘ 
Reserve Officers ordered to active duty to June 30th, 1928: 2nd Lieut. Milton 
B. Chilcoat, Dallas, Texas, to Brooks Field, Texas, for training. 

Reserve Officers relieved from active duty: 














end Lieut. Leuis Everette Wetherhold 2nd Lieut, Duane M, Covington 

2nd Lieut. Joseph Halfred Chaille Ond Lieut. George Martin Dixon 

2nd Lieut, Preston We Cumback 2nd Lieut, Wilbur Mead Hayes 

end Lieut, Warren Stewart Cook 2nd Lieut. Raymond Charles Olsen __ 
end Lieut. Xirk Hamilton Scott 2nd Lieut. William Jefferson Croswel- 
2nd Lieut, Julius Theodore Landsberg 2nd Lieut. Halsey LeDue Mallory, 

end Lieut, Ben Jett Whatle 2nd Lieut, William Stanton Martin 
end Lieut, Leslie H. Schwobeda 2nd Lieut. Frederic E. Templeton 

end Lieut, Perry Louis Shelly ond Lieut, Harry Vincent Inskeep 

ené Lieut. Ivan Raymond Walker gna Lieut. Sydney David Berman 


end Lieut. Ronald Newman Schartle iat Vr5704,AeC. 
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NOTES FROM ATR CORPS FIELDS 


News Letter readers will observe a long :issing caption heading the "Notes" 
jin this issue, viz: Rockwell Air Tntermediste Depot. This Air Corps station ~ 
has not been heard from for quite a long while. We welcome it back to the fold 
and trust that items on activities at Rockwell will appear regularly in these 
pages from now on. 

It is assumed that many things are stirring at the Primary Flying School 
at Brooks Field, Texas, at this time, The Correspondent at Brooks was wont to 
send in his contributions quite regularly in the past. After a long lapse of 
time our patience was finally rewarded, and we receivad some news today. We 
receive many inquiries about the Primary Flying School, so let us hear from you 


‘offtener, 


Then there is that new activity in Sunny California -= March Field, where a 
new Priuary Flying School is about to start functioning. Back in 1920 and 1921, 
when March Field was on active status, the contributions therefrom were among 
the most interesting news features ot the News Letter. It is hoped that history 
will repeat itself” and that we will have the pleasure of recording March Field 
events:with considerable frequency. 

What has become of Fort Crockett and the Third Attack Group? Not a word 
from that neck of the woods in many moons. Please let us hear what is going 
on at Galveston, This goes also for the Air Corps troops at Fort SamiHouston. 

Several other Air Corps stations are also holding out on us more or less, 
and just at a time when, as a result of the recent remarkable achievements in 
Trans-Oceanic flying, the interest of the public in aviation has been tremen- 
dously aroused, It is very much desired to sustain this interest, but to do so 
requires the wholebearted cooperation of every Air Corps activity. Now is the 
time to "do your stuff", 
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Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, Coronado, Calif., July 13, 





Quite an exodus of pilots took place at this depot during the first part 
of July, They busied themselves with "picking up" U.S, Mail airplanes, DeH 
type, and bringing them to Rockwell for the purpose of being overhauled and 
then turned over to the Forestry Service for use of the Forest Fire Patrol 
during the present season, Ten planes in all were brought in, Major Houghton 
bringing one from Salt Lake City; Captain Giffin one from Concord, Calif.; Cap-= 
vain Eagle one from Elko, Nevada; Lieut. Gothlin, one from Raulins, Wyo.; Lieut, 
Robbins, one from Elko, Nevada end later onefrom Salt’ Lake City; Lieut, Hackett, 
one from Reno, Nevada; Lieut, Taylor, one from Cheyemmeg,Wyo.; and Lieut, Dallas, 
one from Mather Field and later one from Salt Lake City. 

Rockwell A.I.D. for the past three seasons has played a prominent part in 
the furnishing of supplies and equipment for the good work of the air patrol of 
the Forestry Service during the sumner months, the fires raging during that peri- 

od of the year being a continual menace to the great forests and water sheds of 
the high Sierras and majestic Rockies. There are five patrol bases maintained 
by the Forestry Service in the Western States out of which the planes work each 
summer -- Griffith Park, Glendale, Calif.; Mather Field, Calif.; Eugene, Oregon, 
Seattle, Wash.; end Spokane, Wash,, each having their distinct territory, 

For the past two years the Air Corps furnished DeH planes for this purpose, 
but this year the U.S, Mail planes are being placed in the Forest Fire Patrol 
Service after being reconditioned at the Rockwell Depot. 

“The airpleno has proved its worth in spotiing forest fires, thus. permitting 
en early combat and saving countles¢ lives and millions of dollars,. 

‘Majors:Royce, Spatz and Jewett, visitors at Rockwell during the past week, 
brought three Douglas Transports from Langley Field to be dismantled and shipped- 
one each to the Philippines, Hawaii and Panama. 

The personnel were glad to see Lieut, Ned Schramm's smiling countenance 
agein, even if only for a few hours, after heving been away foo nearly a year. 
The) Lieutenant, togehter with threo. others from Kelly Field who, though just as 
important but not quite so well known here as our former Depot Supply Officer, 
took over for delivery to tho Colorado National Guard four PT-1 training planes, 
They hopped off July 5th for Denver after an auxiliary gas tenk had been installid 
in each plane, 

The Depot Supply Department is busily engaged getting out shipments for 
March Field which was recently opened. A great many manifests are being received 
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daily from the Field Service Section covering material for March Field, 211 of 
which are marked “initial supply", The Depot is always glad to take on new 
fields to supply, end March Field is a welcome addition to the activities supe 
plied by Rockwell AsI,D, where "prompt and efficient service" is obtained, 

Lieut,-Col. Harry Graham, the Commanding Officer, who is being relieved 
for duty in the office of the Chief, Materiel Division at Dayton, will be 
greatly missed by the entire personnel who wish him "good luck" in his new 
assignment, 


Fifth Composite Group, Luke Field, T.H., July 2. 





The exceptional rainy season this year has:changed the appearance of the 
flying field so as to be almost unrecognizable by the older inhabitants, So en» 
thusiastic was the growth of vegetation that it was necessary to stop flying in 
the middle of the training season and turn all personnel of the field to work 
grubbing out algeroba (first cousin to Mexican mesquite) and other growth which 
was rapidly becoming a menace to propellers and landing gears. When the heavy 
duty cutters ordered from the mainland sometime ago arrive here the airdrome 
officer hopes to keep this frowth down in the future, 

Mirs., P.E, Van Nostrand, mother of Major P.=. Van Nostrand, Air Corps, Com~ 
manding Officer of Luke Field, died at her son's quarters at 10:20 A.M,, June 
e7th after an illness of four months. Mrs. Van Nostrand came to Hawaii with her 
son in August, 1926, her home being Iowa City, Iowa, Funeral services were held 
in Honolulu on June 28th, 

The 65th Service Squadron barracks, having been destroyed by fire last sprin, 
the men of that orgaization are spending much time in construction work in their 
new area, the old 72nd Squadron area, 

Captain J.W, Signer, C.0, 4th Observation Squadron, returned on the last 
tfansport from leave in the States. 

Captain H.0, Drayton arrived on the last transport and was assigned to the 
72nd Bombardment Squadron for duty, 

The Air Corps received approximately 260 recruits in the past two months, 
which wilt bring most of the squadrons up to strength. 

Lieut, L,W, Motley was appointed Group Executive Officer. 

Lieut, R.J. Brom, Jr., was appointed Recorder of the Promotion Board from 
the Honolulu Sector, 

Lieut. H,R. Rivers.purchased a new motor for his boat, and after installing 
it took off for a trial run. Lieuts, Prentiss and Rivers were ballast and Lieut, 
McEntire,engineer., After a successful run of five minutes the motor stopped and 
it was necessary for Lieut, Rivers to row back to the boat house, It is not exe 
pected that he will be seen at any future exercise periods. It has just been 
reported that someone pulled a De Pinedo on Lena and tried to burn his Mayflower. 

The Fourth Observation Squadron held their Organization Day June 20th at 
Nanakuli Beach, Sgt. Hubbard won the pie eating contest. Staff Sgt. IH. Mce 
Caghren was high point man for the day, Swimming was enjoyed by all, 

Harkins, one of Luke Field's basebell stars of the past, returned and will 
soon be seen in action with the team. His addition will strengthen it greatly. 

The 23rd Bombardment Squadron celebrated their tenth birthday here on June 
16th in a manner which pleased everyone, A holiday spirit prevailed, and the 
day was featured with little work, much play, a swimming meet, and an Opganizatic 
Day Dinner which was a banquet. After the fried chicken and ice cream had been 
disposed of, cigars were lighted and a speech was heard from Lieut, Morris, the 
Adjutant. In his little talk credit was givon where credit was due and the note 
worthy were honored, including the track team which copped the Wheeler Trophy 
this year for the first time, The old timers all agreed that this anniversary 
was the best yet, and the menus were worth while souvenirs to be kept as memento* 
of a pleasant occasion, In them a history of the organization to the present 
time and each member's name occupied the pages which were not devoted to the 
"eats", Music was furnished by thejLuke Field Orchestra, 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, July 2. By Lieut, Downey. 








On the 24th of June an expedition left France Field for Almirante on Al- 
mirante Bay on the Atlantic Coast of Panama. The personnel consisted of Col. 
Fisher and Lieut, Gaffney in one Loening Amphibien and Lieuts. McDonald and 
Kennedy in another, 

The planes flew up the coast and both pilots reported that the Amphibians 
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were the idesl craft for the trip because of the rocky and forbidding nature of 
the coastline, There are no landings on the Atlantic side between France Field 
ond Almiranve, not ever, a ficld where one eculd get down in a pinch, There are 
eeveral coves and beaches where one might vut in with an Ampnibian, but one must 
be careful of the corsl reefs which abound, — 

The party was greeted by lr. Adams, Superintendent of 
Unived Fruit Company at thay place, The party was surprise 
industrious cormurity, with shops of all sorts for tho cultivat 
of fruiv. Bancnis, cocoa anc cotoonutis are grown in abundance here and the 
company 18 experiiventing with the cultivation of rubber, 

While there the varty,mode e. trip up aiong the Gosta Rican border. Many 
interesting facts were learned oLous the country, Tho cite of a possible lend- 
ing field was insvected, Incidentially, Col. Fisher won a golf match. 

Tac j lanes were anchored owt in the bey over nicht. They performed very 


e 


sctisfactorily both going and 


an rotumming. The distance is about 180 miles, and 
the planes neyotiated it in slightly under two hours each way. 

Liev’. Kennedy visiteé his brot i wo is an employee of the 
Fruit Company here, 





T 


United 


Michigan National Guard Air Sorns «= J.T. Nevill, 
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th a total of 120 hours and 42 minutes flying time to their credit for 
the first full month of flying, the officers and mon of the 107th Cbservation 
Squadron, Michigan National Guard, feel highly capable of acquitting themseives 
well at the State Nntionel Guard Encampment, which begins at Crayling, Michigan, 
August 6th, 

‘During the past month the Squadron's planes were used on much cross-country 
work, although considerable time was put in in the immediate vicinity of the 
ficld, 

The Squadron was represented at the funerel of Lieut. J, Thad Johnson, of 
Selfridge Field, killed et Ottawa, Cenada, July end while escorting Colonel 
Lindbergh, ; 

The 107th Squedron is cagerly lookine forward to the arrival of its issue 
of FT-1's to replace the "Jennies" now being used, 


Me eyear 
Cc. 


San Antonio Aix Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, July 








The Engineering Depertment of this Der I 
lowing airplanes and engines during the mont} June: Airplanes «= 34 PT-13 
13 AT=43 2 OgeC; 3 DH-4M-1; 1 LH-4M~z; i ; L NBS.1, total 56, Engines == 
80 Liberty, 37 Wright E, 2 Curtiss Del 

Among the numerous activities engecing the efforts of the Depot Supply 
Department mey be mentioned the following: Storage in Warehouse No, 1 is in tho 
process of being chanced cover to conform with the Depot's standaidized storage, 
The standardized siorage bius ean be moved through the fire doors of the various 
warehouses as they are needed et various points, This is a very economical type 
of storage as the bins, once constructed, need never be remodeled, Enrine spare 
parts have been completely inventoried with cratifying results, very few minor 
discrepancies boing disclosed, The inventory crew is now working in Warehouse 
lio, 3, Metal and Rew Materials, 

The engine storage is being changed to new type rack, with aisle in center, 
to allow for rapid inspection of engines in storacs. During the past month two 
PT-l airplanes were furnished to each of the Netional Guard Squadrons of Texas, 
Tennessee anc Alebona, replacing the old type JN planes, In connection with this 
Denet’s supervision and coordination of Supply and Maintenance matters in its 
Conirol Area, weekly visits were made by the Depot Supply and Engineer Officers 
to the activities in the immediate vicinity of San Antonio. Visits to the Third 
Attack Group e+ Fort Crockett are made once a month, and to Fort Sill and the 
Colorado National Guard on the average of about ‘four per yoar, 

Mrs, James A, Mars, wife of our new Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Col. Mars, 
and their son, James A, Mars, Jr., joined him at this svation on June 18th, and 
they are now settled in the new sot of Commanding Officer's quarters just com- 
pleted on this post, 2 

Lieut. Wm V. Andrews, Air Corps Insptructor, with the Tennessee National 
Guard, was a visitor at this Depot, arriving July 8th by rail, He left on the 
llth, ferrying back a PT-l for the 105th Observation Squadron. 

Ceptain A.!, Duncan, Air Corps Instructor with the Alabama National Guard, 
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visitee here for the nurnose of ob 


Le Ce : toining 2 PT-1 for the ALabama National Guard, 
Which he ferried. Ilrom this 


Station on Ju y Gth, 

eke ; rer adie 
Lieut. James I, Duke, Jr., of this Depot, with Captain A.B, McDaniel, of 
the Air Corps Treining Ce anter Headquarters as vassenger, flew to Fort Worth, 


Texas , July St, to attend the Municipal Airport progran at thet place, returns 
ing the same cay. 


200 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Frencisco, Calif. 





Major George E. Peabody, lst Lieut. F.M, Bartlett, of the Univ. of Cali- 
fornia, and Werrent Gfficer Harry B. Whit be, University of Washington, arrived 
and reported for duty in connection with the Reserve Officers' Training Cazap 
which will be held at this station, 

Captain William C. Ocker left this station June 8th for Portland, Oregon, 
on temporary duty in connection with the National Guard Annual Sumner Training 

amp, to be held at Camp Lewis. 

&£ Boerd of gts consisting of Capt, W.C. Ocker and Lieuts, ©.C. Wilson 
end W.J, Paul, met on the 7th for the purpose of conducting an examinatidh of 
enl.isted applicent ts ee promotion to the grades of Master and Technical Sgts, 


Crissy Fielc, Presidio of San Francisco, Calii., July 7. 





Much activity was menifested on June 28th in cémnection with the visit of 
Lieuts, Maitland and Hegenberger. This field was the mecca to which crowds 
flockec, necessitating extra precautions and guards, Late in the afternoon the 

visitors were entertained by witnessing a trial flight of the big plane, 

The Chief of Air Corps errived on the ficld on June 27th, and was piloted 
in a DH plane by Lieut. Maitland on a tour of inspection of the Oakland landing 
field at Bay Farm Island, Later in the day Lieuts, Maitland and Hegenberger 
took off in the big plane for the Oakland Airport to prepare for the eventful 
flight to Hawaii. A number of enlisted mechanics end men for guard from this 
field were on hand there for duty in connection with preliminaries to the flight, 


On the 28th, shortly after 7:00 A.M., the epochal flight began, After a splondic 


take-off, and to the qccompaniment of much noise from the ferries and shipping 
in the Bay, the big plane rose majestically and was escorted through the Golden 


Gate by two formations, one of five O0-2"s, commanded by Major 5.0, Emmons, and ti: 


other of five JNS's, piloted by Air Corps’ Reserve Officers, inactive, in comune and 
of Captain William H, Royle, A.C. Res. Later in the morning Me jor-General 
Patrick, accompanied by Major H.B, Clagett and other officers, inspected this 
station and its activities, and enjoyed dinner with the ROTC students in camp 
here, 

On June 30th lst Lieuts, Harold A. Moore and Lloyd Barnett, who at differen 
periods were connected with the Air Office, 9th Corps Area, left for their new 
duties at Kelly Field and Birmingham, respectively. 

Staff Sets. Woodruff (Pilot) and Raymond C, Rareett (oncianec) tookvoff for 
Salt Lake City on a two weeks* tour of duty in connection with the ROTC Training 
Cax axap in that vicinity. 

Captein A.I. Eagle returned from an airways trip, ferrying a DH mail plano 
from Cheyenne to Rockwell Field, He stated thatfrom Salt Lake City to Milford 
he encountered headwinds of 60 to 70 miles per hour, and the last 30 miles of 
the trip required considerably more than an hour to negotiate, Lieut. Willis %, 
Taylor, who also ferried a similar plene, was delayed in his arrival on account 
of forced landing in the desert about 30 miles from Moapa, Nevada. 

Lieut, Oakley G, Kelly was a visitor over the week end, en route to Portlan: 
Oregon, 

he honor of piloting Major-General Patrick on an inspection tour of the 
stations in Southern California was given to Master Sgt. Thomas J, Fowler, and 
on July lst they took off in an 0-2 on that mission, 

On July 2nd Captain William C, Ocker returned from temporary duty with the 
%th Division, Organized Reserves, in the States of Washington and Oreson. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., July 21. 





Twenty-four officers, assigned and attached to the 367th Squadron, 340th 
Observation Group, A.C., Organized Reserves, reported for active duty on July 
10th in connection with the training camp at this station, 

Major Henry B, Clagett and Mrs, Clagett were the proud hosts on July 13th 
and entertained the heroes of the Hawaiian flight et a luncheon in their honor 
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at their quarters, which was attended by a nunber of prominent Army guests, ine 
cluding the commissioned personnel of Crissy Field. 

Major S.H. Wash, of March Field, accompanied by several officers, visited 
this station July 13th in a Bouglas Transport, returning the following day. 


o 


Norton Ficld, Columbus, Chio =~ J.C, Allen, 





Hurrah} At lest Norton Field hes all modern eonveniences -- French showers, 
not end cold, folding doors end all. We have been working hard and finelly 
secured our own water system, Ve heve also built en office, a club room and 
sleeping room where visitiny pilots and mechanics may ma ake thenselves at home. 
Our club room although soll, is comfortably furmished with furniture donated 
by the various reserve officers a ‘selisted men of Columbus 

Although we are somewhat behind the times in the netter. of flying equipment, 
with the arrival of the first service type ship <= a PW-8 -= we are beginning to 
have hopes. Lieut, McKee is tickled pink with his new ship, and certainly gives 
it plenty of airing, putting all the faithful old Jennies to shame and making 
gre with jealousy. most of the Reserve officers who do not get to fly said ship, 

Columbus, being on the Model Airways, is setting used to drone of airplane 
motors; even tri-motored Fokkers are no novelty any more end not much attention 
are paid to them, 

The National Tour ships landed at Norton Field on their 4,000-mile jaunt 
and surely brought out the land lubbers, 

Capt. Giles from Fort Leavenworth dropped in on us the other day on his 
wey to Washington, and Lieut. L.H, Palmer, of the U.S. Marine Corps, flew in 
from Quentico in a P-l to svend the holidays with his family in Athens, 

We are wondering what Col. Cook wili do with his VE-7 now that Mac has 
graduated frou his VE 9 -- sd come on PT's, we are afraid the Jennies won't 
stand the gafi much longe 
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Major and Mrs. James FE, Chaney have gone from Brooks Field to Kelly, where 
Major Chaney assumed command July 15th. Major Chaney was Commandant of Brooks 
Field a little over a year, succeeding Major Ralph Royce, who brought the Prix 
mary Flying School from Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla., to Brooks some six years 
aso. Major Chaney came to Sreox cS airect from Rome, Italy, where he served as 
peaiotert — tary Attache at the American Embassy. During his period of duty 
av Brooks, Major Chaney made en manete record as « man of splendid ability and 
dis crimination as well os a most judicial commanding Officer. A policy similar 
to that inaugurated by Major Royce prevaled at the Primary - Flying School during 
Major Cheney's incumbency as ieigarvibte tt with exceptionally fine results both 
in the ground school and flying departments, Both Major and Mrs, Chaney have 
made many friends officially and vatcaacihy during their sojourn here, and their 
departure is greatly regretted on one hand while our new Commanding Officer is 
most cordially greeted on the other 

Major Ralph Royce, former Coumanding Officer at Brooxs, pi 
of three days' duration and was cordially welcomed by the officers and men who 
served with him at Brooks and Carlstrom, Durine his stay Major Royce was the 
guest of Captain Chas.(Barrey) Oldfield. He was returning from the west coast 
where he ferried a ship, together with those piloted by Majors Spatz and Jouett, 
A stag dinner <«t the San Antonio Country Club was tendered Major Royce during 


his stay, the officers who served with him being hosts. 
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